he New Yorker Digital Edition : Jan 18, 2010 1/17/10 10:49 AM

PRICE §5.99 T H E JAN. 18, 2010

NEW YORRKER

| 1d
W 4

=Y

pay |||
t‘l"' [\

O

http://archives.newyorker.com/# Page 1 of 5




The New Yorker Digital Edition : Jan 18, 2010 1/17/10 10:49 AM

FICTION

A DEATH IN KITCHAYANK

BY T CORAGHESSAN BOYLE

http://archives.newyorker.com/# Page 2 of 5



| CEHILTTS |I.-|‘| |'|| "'J"\-

PRICE J5.99

S.I!\.I.‘LI..":_'..,_! ust after twn, the sun a hot
compress on her shoulders and
-au.':l'.|l1 the shrscks and carcalls of the
children as they sphash in the challows
a kimel of = l."l[ll' oy of the waaal, Be-

hind her, th 'd..ur;'-.".l'.-u;: b of the dense
black rubber ball a5 ie rockers from the
packdle nwd sheps the wall, regular a5 2
heareheat il one of the men miscalou
lates and 3t frocees in candiac arest on
I:|‘||_'1'I'|| i il "-f:IHI_'I_I CRIMsE, i 'r."J,:]'l_'._rl [ALLEN
and here it comes again: troeck, She's
rh|||!p:-|'|!_-l that she should hanve rowghit
her straw hear with her to the beach-

shie wouldn's want a thin red line of

sunbum etched nto the E'lla'[ll:_..'\,‘llrilf.'l
hair—bat chaeTl WEHTY abunst that later,
il I|'|.|:| h_'l'll M :|'.|_ ::"II;I_' |::.|'\-||'|'1 WTHTE .Il..'l
hat in a week or mone now—she hatcs
|‘|.'r-«._ I‘I.=I'\- e & rh':ui.; |:1.'|":|": |'|:||r|||._'l'-
day—and her tan s deep, even at her
hairdine, She's wearing a pair of over-
stwod] sunglasses, ew from the dnug-
store yesterday, and Jast year's black
OnE=Reoe, which ks m: wise a lintle dght
arcuirud e |||'|'-~ aricl v 1 bt s rkian
She's nor on .'I'up'!..:. here, Thiz is her
beacly, her cormemenity, her ke, These
arc her friends and nesghbors gathened
in their beach chairs and sprawled
acroes their Buffed-up towels and beach
blankets, with their paperbacks and
newspapers and DHebrow Nationa] wic-

ners, This is the peace at the coniter of

life. This, ehas Sanircday i [uly, as her
mind mans frec and hr ontly worry is

e shift the sfraps on et hh:luFl..r.l %
and ploss her lips to keep them from
:|."_l.i-::.;.:-|,!|_

I the b, whisch she ooukd soe if
-|'.-q,' W E -q,'q.‘l |:|_| |':|_'|_1:-\. L] || g il ||.||.,1: ,'\.I-[
the conesssion stand and the paddichall
CPCT ZTassy fiels I
where toen-age couples are strolling
harad i hansd, i the refrigermator, new

three VEARS A and as chutiered s if it

. I‘lJ\.II I.h.'\l: Tl ||‘.l\. T N CTTry, |r| 185 l\.l'\l"\ll

Wy

A

= 1‘|.|'.|{ -|_‘||_'|,l'.!';'\-\. EiLs ||'|:;

ik ina o "ll..'l"R."'lI
ik ol |IIIIII.'.|'-'.'I!'.j!L:I marinabe, the po-
tann salacd and coleslew she put up after
breakfasy, and the Hose's Tne juloe and
viudka for the gimlets, All is well And
saon what i the warm shifting sand be

neath ber feet has oo be trucked in cvery
1 |r|'||,| bl HE ih ol -\.:_1, Tl of r|'u_ I‘\, b | 1=
wank Colony Assodation, s hundneds

i |I. I |:|'\il-\. ik 4 ll. i1'.-|_‘!i'|. i-\.'Il_l.l.I il il 1= |_| is ..I,'l-

earing inte the high grass, washing
ivies thi lnke, scdbering to tocs and anches
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and tanned sinewy ankles only to wind
up o bathroom tiles and beneath the
kiechen sink?® Ir's o estential as air, as
I|||_ UL e il:;u, |'!: I'.-|l'|.'|. |,|I-I_I..1 _l.|||_| |‘|.|'u.; |
beach vwirtdsout ir?

"-1I|I|||_'I'.

to the quick oold shock of Susan, her

thi newt s her eves it's

youngest, snuggling in besade her, o
crything wet suddenly, as if 3 whole
basket of fish had been upendied i her
|.IE'\- .l'||'||_ ‘.l_l_'ll\. f_!'.-q,' 1'\-:.I":n|_'|'||_ |_| :-C:II.J.\."- |H||-;'
ing: at her, the shuddering rids cagoe and
[ I'I.I!r-q.rll'l:_'\. '!'l,,lq,'l:!!, E!-\.',n"". I‘!l\. [ AN Ve
jump wp: et off, honey, you're all
wetl™ And Susan, freckled, siick-
li
*Trms onlel, :'-11-||||!|:.." Shir meaches be-
hind her for the beach bag and the
towel, amd then she's wrapping her
|.=.|I|!_-|||l:|_1' .I?'J.l. I 'Il_l:ll'l_E !::,'I '\.'|||'\-|.' :'.l' I:'.':l.,'

bl ten :.l:.'l:‘*-:l]l‘l. hl:l-:..:_;l"ll'rx tighter.

shivering stops and Susan sprimgs loose
to chase half 3 dosen other kids to the
concesshon stand. She lifts her sun

glasses for a moment o watch her go,
mid here ase the Sollovays, the Greens,

the Cioldutein, I.'H-'I.._,:. in asonind by

in 3 wash of § grecting r g banier and
shvoer high spirte. ‘l-l.l.-lll Croldsecin,
her legs silken and her lips futtering
arcanet ber somle, offers a chganctie, bt
she prefors her ovwn ard I|||.'_|. Bty Ligehut
up and ket the tebacco 1ift them, until
in werrison, o 2l thevd rebis '.I'\-u." it, they
rI'I‘i-cI'I.'i T Il-, I:I= ql| I i .l_l'\-\. =1 |.
loig vwin phumes of blue. *Whaz tane

extabe in

l\..ll.l 'u. CIR IR II'|I5._I‘ I" "-! |I"-J' lJ.l-L'H.
“Free=ishd™

Vi, " ehic =1yE, “yes, thatT ke |I|'I|-:'-.'I."
and she plances over her shoulder, past
the courts and the dhain-lnk fenoe xnd
rl'.-:_- BTN € :‘I‘.1 TS e '\.ﬂ'i.,-rl; 111‘ i HIEE '\-'rl'\i
I|.||u||.||.'. oy its ovwm LErtle rse—the only
|'|l| s O i I I.n.'l:'-h-l |.||u‘|-'n|4-r| THIG 1M r|*:-c
Colorny;, that bos '-.1.- directly onto the kike,
a fact 1-'| “which she trics not to be too =n-
Pully prowd. And ifs funmy, because with
the WK the E:-,;hr orrmies off fie ke anl
thae .‘-5;_1 pi._ e Wity seands in sl
ahie can see vt her oven kedsen and dlse
tahle there,

closck o the yellow wall, Gene teking by,

arsd] it's almoet as i she wene in Il.'-'n-|'-]m-

iready set for dinner, th

L iR

H--I'.'l-l 'l|| £l -r.,| 1 I hiere o B s
Wanl 1 g |I'¢II:. w-—g b bl .-\.I iy have
boers there thu . The theeads of 'Ir\. et

i w0 wnacked that, ||| riv-hve :u irs ouf I"n_
boax gl ¥ 16 REPRTEIE el wark ay
clariy. Par |r.'.'- 13 thine I'--:l"'"l'-'-. been
s P |'f\.| cheall gkt '| A 1iE i |:r:.':...'::.

JAN, 16, 2010

1 Wy I'\.'\.h'”IIIH" vl
Ml hushard, '\"'\-'\-\.I andd hier vann sons
NEan, whb was twrnbe-sax, arad Loster, iy

besr friemul, wise was then rwenn-rwn, [k

A | would have onberod e next soenc,
HT Wi, i'll'l.l'\-\.ll'\-\.l 1y cockralls
o winding of a magey Satundan
wrti, the corded muisclos of my o
3 P 1 the sfeerphvw of exercicse and
the sl seop od aloabsl, |

he's got both fans goimg, the one at
the kitchen window and the big lery

Bt nevaahving in o show slppogse of
-:1_1:i-'.l.! ilhaston over the mhble, but she's
still dripping. Marsha's with her, their
drinks ETEHTINE Of the counter whale
I]'-.'} -[.Il'l'l.l el o clbow an 1-:'q.'q.'.|1'l:.l|u
boward, sicing long scuared-off strips of
carmot ._I";:l WaleT- r|'|i|| '\1I:I.'..'r‘-\. i | 1|.Ii|_!.l'|5.|
onion for the salad, decimg auoimbers
ansd habving cherry tomatoes still warm

from the garden, Marsha, who was the

Kefing juest 2 she

] of honor at her wes
wits thee madd of hoswor when MMarsha

i s me i
TR I .I'.|'|'.I.E EN L ELrme v I.'!I. 1 BN VT

¥ r|||_' .:I ! r=~1'|1-;_-|':- .r"-:l_'\-'.l.' I:I'||_' |'H||,'\- i
I:II\.I. :"l-].l.l -
'~||'|.'|-'\-\. |_|-\.I.Ii,;||:|.'|'_ .':-q,'lll:f., B SXTOET, O TR

.r .t 1
1 Wi Bvendnes, Supain's foa

SVETIRCCT.

From the living room comes th
scaand of the men, their vodoes rich and
plensed as they qall down the questions
of the day, revile MNixon, trade quips
with the boys, Les has begnm to wear
his II.I.Ir |||I|g .|:'-,1 |‘||"|_'~|'\- I'.l'\-\,,l. |'-u|r||||n
and spangled shins, in confratemiry
with his friend T., who looks so
satisfied he could be |f'.i.||g acroeas the
room on his pwn magic-carpet ride.
'Fll‘;l_'h. ||.||_| ]-:;f ITEETRCS Of '|'¢'III]:| A
not worry, really, just conoem—over
whether the boys have been experi-
menting with tea or grass or whatever
II |'| |..'.| I. ||Il.'\-: ||IL"\- I'\II i '\-II"H. £ T

said amyaling. And wont. Bhe docsn
wait 1o harp,

They're just siiting down to dinner
iy thic .||riq.+:-.4c|.'-, U LT FIL.IL'. th ;;::l'
L O] 1]:|_ |_||_'|_I\_\.|;,'I'||1;;;:_; I\.I]'- l-\.'.':IILI..' l_|'.||||_."
thie stebes—adwen Seld, in o vel ko s
dhres that shows off the figure she's been
groswing into over the past year, drfts
into the room, late as g, Her mosher
says, " Lrs about time, and her tathes
miakes o quip about how she mast've ot
bt B p] I|'.-q,' _i.'\,l'"'. 1l I'|H 1:,“. FIRIaE I .,!ri'n;
froen thieir houise, but 2ad and the threc

l‘ll'.h.l.;'l_'l_lllllllhl:llx'k E;'rill'l.\."l-illh'p,li_'l!. &5
st | his i the e ol bes |.l'.. amid
thouph rlu-. e all farmid hy hiewe,

l: ot
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Sckhy's bike a dagghiter to Sad and a sster
|8 |||-;,' .Il:-:l.'\-\. :‘\;.Ii;l.1."‘:.-| I"":'"": IIr|:| 'n,|:|' -

none of that marters, Sid's the first
Illl_ I_Li |.,'-|,I-q,|||. i= '-l:-l_l_ I|-|| F I CAEI~
phastze the joke: "Well, Ir.mnl'. |:| q48, W
thinzght we were @ wing tow ile o 1y and
srarve Walting :I-l'l you. Al I|||.1! the
boys are fRalling all over themsches
wanve i T anel ante wp the wit, and
Sekdy, fusling, sldes mto the empty seat
|!q,'|'\.'.'|_'|_'|1 ."I.|:I': fr ||| t i rl_l
g the steam froem the ar-

I:i'\-q,'l'u |'rC|,' rim,' ;l.' 1! |1.' I|| MOLER

her face ancl the lomg

Ing ends of her hair ~.|||-

Ercin her shaibders t + BT

gravcefully over her plate.
It is II'IL'II_ JUEL 45 .l'i'.||

s ko clweck on the sieiks

I:-u.'\f'\-'\-l!}' |'|:':|,' WWATIES .|.|'._'| 1 |!|; |:||I: R
andd rarer, and he'd be offended & they
did), that the first cruption of thunder
lake 1o shake the house
and msthe the s cubes in .'|.-. dirinks that
ivlirkamm ]".l.~_|l i freshened
rrastantly -.-.1n-., ax if @ showle ]..n.. Batn

|III'l-\. Il'rll"'\."'\. ||

The xkt B

dravm over the day, She's '.l.'.'\-!'..El.'li.'I-r; if

shie shsuled o and narmmege throwsh the
LE'.I'I'II':: ||.'.I.'.'. er bor e l.'.lILl.I.l-:'x ||.'1.'. AT
froen Hanukkah when the stonm chases
u cool breeze through the sreens, and
ivlarsha waves her |".||"kl|| in frong of her
Eace, lettingg out a sigh of relicf, "Thank
God ® she says, ih, yES, |--|E|-_;_-L it o,
The first raindrops, big ansd slow and
W ||'}:. ||i-.|'-| o] e win (o thumn 1 at the
‘\-.II.III_I.'I'.II.":I-\, aiud thieges 5""'\-.!. with his miiis
cled sirmes amad el beemel, et on ehe dlecle,

husthing the Tid off vee grill and figgping
the |L- the worn boands -"---.tl.n. all
T |||‘| |'||1I'|I I.'.-q,'l: m ] ||||I ". l‘i' I:lﬁl.ul

1 ks

calls, mned then s really coming o

AL,
l;'-'.!l\."' w."ll;_l\.lrl.ll |‘!|'.I.!q.-q,, J.I'|.1 this is |‘I|I|'i:l.'I
decply, ndectiously funmp—3id Hipping
sigaks anel wet throsgh i an instang—
becase there's no harm done, no hanm

atall. TheyT b

EINVE CErHANCS, I:|u.n cad, arid]

r|||_ .\,"|.lq_|'|||||_‘_.'|.'| ith § = rl'\-\. s & .,r' i 'H.|'IH_ | ¢ -\.-.

grazs and the earth at the odie of the
'.l.l.u.‘ll-.,'.l.l | setile |I|.|r|!.|'-||| rI'H_'I'I'I. a5 0o

and sweet a8 1F the whole aeighborhond

wee air-cormditioned.

msell gt che e
T T e lid |||||"'\.!

e et Far oo

Bur ulu neicher laves nor suffors, amd the
fact was char Loster an ..Il." reusedd ghe avail
ible pluar _:-\..|||'\-'h_l'| far monre asssloogmsly
rthar Al | ever base aig <l. "-"l.
were sboved at thast very oment oo

15, ."I"\.I ficsl aji .II|'|I|'II:.: 1% MIrHN LHFUS 36

o

s I AR FLREER, LANLHEY BS TLNLE

By T CORAGHESS AN BOYLE

T VEF lisig: bdesaenl, Feel
ing. in the midst of '-Il thiat rasdiamt hwve and
FEiiet ) |||l|':\..l:| MW WETe il @veay with
L} :.:|I:|'.||:'_.|

Tm € juinps and jumps agon, the
||'.:|p|.'~. struck with color, the lake
giving up a thin sheet of wrnkbed boe
along the shore, and then there's the

pascity of winter with iis skeletal trees
and the diead frimge of reeds stuck like an
||!|_| r|'|.||'|"\.-:1;'.| |'|.!: in r|'|:; u_l’.a:l.'
s of the ke, The months
x|'-i-.: ot until the |'-:-i:|1-;r
stops on & cay i March,
gray is death, Saesan work-
5||'|.'_: :|!:.'|5.'|hl the chill in the
unheated bazement with
the: girks froms the Explor-
crs Ll a1 schwoed, baiilel-
ing & canoe from a kit shipped in all the
way fronm M Enncsota, while Misam tip
tos wroundd upstaies, amanging wanm-
from-the-oven cammeal cookies on a
plagter and powring hot covoa from the
thermices it s poroclain teacups, each
with 1 o marhamallow afloar in the
center e 3 whie By E ixlangl

When she opeins the baserment dioor,
there's an overpowering smicll of epoxy
ard the chstilled vinegar that Sid got for
cleanup, and she wornes about thar,
bt the flumes, burthe gins soem obdiy
ions, They cluster urouned her fagreedy,
_||nr||| |'-||,'|-. hands snatchi ing at the
woodeies ancl the wo-Teot cups. !"|.~.||| al-
rl'.lll_'a II.|'H. '.EI!I.\.'\.' I,'IHII\:I;_'\- |'||'I:|.':I|,'|| i |'|-.'-r
hand, "-':l.i':-'.-'l.' of the howse, a5 she sralbs
her tongue at the marshmallow in her
oups, & mustache of chocobae sherching
insed in abowr heer upper I,

'le:n.!-‘llf: :|||||::E|’|hh.-|1."1"\-i||'|!-|_".1_'|'I|'
larson i bere™ MErkom sivs, juse oo D
hersedf, bu II.-c;_l|r.'L; fine, |:"u':| as=ume her,
ard ' podng preat, b really i

The canse, |:.E|'.;,_:|-l.-e'r:un:n|q-|'=.|.]=.|'|
of sawhosses, has been a long winber's
PRt Sad L!-li:l:_i:_1|*:r [’ share of the
l\.'|'||:'!-.,| 1 '.l.lq_'l;,'l‘.,l_'.'.l!xl |.|'.l'\'lll_'\.|'| '|.|||.,':_-;i"-"~1 |'|.|'|.l\;
been Gy diligent alsoue the hand-
sandding, the cutting and fitting of the
fibreglass clotly, and the sbow smoothdng
of the epoogy onver it In's just that they'ne

at am age when gather
oatside of schoal &
help trittening away their time gossiping,

-|:-in||:|'.:: reconis, '::I-""-”".!'. to the kst

} [‘“Im'l.'l-l'.l'l""-""-'i.
Il'_lrl-.., II||II:I‘I|.'| cart'k

bt o crame or whariever it is, thiesr thin

arrms i & Ticie 19 FrssT3in, ]-rll-;x R

like popo sticks, They make fast work of

the cookies ancd chocolate, And nowe,
sabed, they wanch her warily, umll.:l.'l:ll‘m
why she's |~n"l:r||-Jr when i's clear that

.|n,,r |'|'|||J:|||_r11. (4415 I'l.ll\.l_ I't'ql.l,.ll-l:u_ r|h.r_'|..

1'..I'|'-. .=.|:..~4--1.|'r. fadtly :|;=P| vl L

them on the tray, and starts back up the

wEairs,
Thanks to Sid, who is g father Like no
ather, dsprite the Esct thar he has todmg

Wil o every naght after o -I|._||..

cowmrnste and the kind of hard physical
Labor on one by dte after another that
werazlid Prostrake A man half his e, the
canee i ready for 1t eaiden voyage by
the thime the ice shesiks back Bom the
ahore and the sun makes |rh‘|'.|*~: CHnEs
cent retum, Mirtam sits stiffly on the
!'I_'I"II_ i |l| I|'b-;,' !'-'!.l_l.'.;'.'l:-lllll_l. ."hl.?rlJ‘|;|_|1q,'g-:..l'\:l_'
leer, while the jrirds divide tlemsches
democratically into two groups of three,
roll ug thetr jeans in the jey shallows, and
see the first group off in 2 mad frank
windmilling of forcarms and paddles.
“Be carcful, now!™ she calls, and she's
pleased to see that her daughier has been
ErkCis ar, ol e s, |||t|,_| |:4.||-l|."|'| b
wair her turn in the =econd BT Ag
wigan beans forward o push the camoe
off, her ankles chapped with the cold,
her face long and grave and barsting
with expectation, it%s too much for Mer-
e TR .illl-\.'i ‘-\.I'ﬁ.' II'.\.I.'\- {14.] ||h.|1-, I|l,l\.'_|._|. o 1% hl. it
the paddles flash in the pale depleted
'\-\.IIII“;_':I'.T II1:|,'. rh:' CANEE LS ',--q_l\, .|:|-\.=
{forth across the black surface like the
[ ] |u_-r]'~-|':Lin!_-| shiars,

Marha, who has come oo bend moral
support, lights a second cjmrette off the
et --r"-u.- first amd Aicks the still srmol
cherimr butt into the dun grass ar their
]l.l.,l. '-?‘.I"II'”!-.. -.-..r|'| H ].-I._L |,,|:-|.'|5'a||_.|'!|_1..
sigh. 1o cure by hall,” dhe siyvs,

Midam's on her fece—she wants o
ket go Bt just can'’t help herselt—Imten
ing to her own voice skitter over the

warer andd roochet back: “Llon't pet
tox Far out! Cairls? Cardes®

.I |'rq,'.|"|| .'.i||||| "'H_LI'| |.|_I-: [ :.._.\_'!.h_ .-'| |.I.I r
sha's sning ds Whirmarm cases back dima
o thee bench, Sebdy's at Stony Brook, A
pundor. Un scholarship and majoring i
math, she's that srart,

&

" Al how 15 shy
."l. I RALLEC, -I .IZII' L0, .‘:IT IR mimw—
I'..II.'-'I.“I. (K] r|‘||; II{kII. ;] I-:ll:rl_' =1} F'I = |||,'r|'u_'

edend accumulation of shoubder-high

weeils—rmiakes g vwebbhe, bing—soepmmed
tuisay ancl '\-‘:l'.lxl"n.k the ;,_E||h|:~\.|||'||'|'- ¥ i

acnison, fn ||n getfing *Terrikle



